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METHODS OF WARFARE; WEAPONS; CRUELTY TO
PRISONERS.

HEY engage in war rashly and savagely, often
T with no cause, or upon a very slight pretext.
They choose as leaders, by general vote, either

the eldest members of illustrious families or those
whose warlike valor, or even eloquence, has been ap-
proved. In civil war they never engage; they carry
arms only against their neighbors, and not for the
sake of extending their dominion and sway, but usu-
ally, in order that they may avenge an injury inflicted
upon themselves or their allies. They have obtained
swords and guns from the Dutch and English, and,
relying upon these weapons, they plan with greater
determination and boldness the destruction of their
enemies, and even of the Europeans. Sometimes
they decide their wars by single combat. Two
bands, one of the so-called Montagnais,” the other
of Iroquois, had met a few years ago in readiness
for battle. The leaders had advanced and were al-
ready designating the positions for the formation of
the lines of attack, when it is said that one thus ad-
dressed the other: ‘‘ Let us spare the blood of our
followers; nay, rather let us spare our own. Let us
settle the matter with our bare hands, and he who
overcomes the other shall be the victor.”” The pro-
position was accepted, and the two joined battle.
The Montagnais, by means of a combination of strat-
egy and skill with courage, so wearied the Iroquois
that he finally hurled the latter to the ground, bound
him, and triumphantly carried him off upon his



